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Introduction
FUJIMOTO Hiroshi *
　 This year marked the 40th anniversary of the founding of the Center for 
American Studies at Nanzan University.  The Center was founded in 1976 with a 
grant from the Japan-U.S.  Educational Commission (Fulbright Commission). 
Since then, the Center, as one of the several research centers or institutes for 
American Studies around Japan, has been a strong base for American Studies in 
Central Japan and has made a significant contribution to promoting American 
Studies in Japan, For example, for five years between 2007―2011, the Center 
sponsored the Nagoya American Studies Summer Seminar (NASSS), an 
international conference on American Studies with scholars and graduate students 
from Japan, the United States and the Asia-Pacific region joining.
　 To celebrate the 40th anniversary of the Center, we organized the Symposium 
for the 40th Anniversary of Nanzan University’s Center for American Studies on 
July 2nd, 2016 under the title “American Studies in Japan: Its History, Present 
Situation, and Future Course.” The main purpose of the symposium was to 
provide a forum to explore the current and future goals of American Studies in 
Japan.
　 In the following, I would like to make a very brief summary of the symposium. 
At the beginning of this symposium, Professor Kawashima Masaki, Director, the 
Center for American Studies at Nanzan made opening remarks titled “From 
Dependency to Collaboration toward a More Global Society: The Struggle of 
Japanese Researchers in the Field of American Studies, from Pre-WWII to the 
Present,” in which he addressed the following three questions: “What were the 
original aims of the Japanese Americanists (researchers in the field of American 
studies) in the prewar era? What changes did they experience from the postwar era 
to the present? What are their current and future goals?” Tracing the four turning 
points for Japanese Americanists, Professor Kawashima concluded that “the U.S. 
continues to be the example for Japanese society in the near future, for better or 
worse ... Americanists on both sides of the Pacific need to build an alternative 
alliance from the ground up, one that is based on honesty and an equal 
partnership.”
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　 The first part of the symposium consisted of four lectures given by the scholars 
who made a great contribution to the field of American studies in Japan.  The four 
speakers invited were Professor Nishizaki Fumiko, Director of the Center for 
Pacific and American Studies at the University of Tokyo; Professor Oshio Kazuto, 
former Director of Sophia University’s Institute of American and Canadian 
Studies; Professor Matubara Hiroyuki, a research fellow at the Institute of 
American Studies at Rikkyo University: and, Professor Engetsu Katsuhiro, 
currently Director of the International Institute of American Studies at Doshisha 
University.
　 In her paper titled “Practicing American Studies in an ‘Age of Fracture’: In 
Search of a Context,” Professor Nishizaki mentioned our need to search for a 
meaning when “inequality, nationalism, exclusiveness and disenfranchisement can 
be observed.” She emphasized that we were “responsible to find out our own 
perspectives in the context of our own choosing.”
　 Professor Oshio gave a lecture titled the “Past, Present and Future of North 
American Studies: A Perspective from the Institute of American and Canadian 
Studies, Sophia University,” in which he traced the development of the Institute 
and talked about a case study that compared Canadian and American landscape 
art.  According to Professor Oshio, this comparison provides a meaningful 
suggestion for a transnational approach to understanding the United States and 
Canada.
　 Professor Matsubara examined the current state and future course of American 
history in his paper titled “‘The Cultural Turn’ and the American History in the 
21st Century.” He pointed out that scholars studying American history now 
questioned “the norm of modern society” and suggested that it could be important 
for us to reexamine modernity though the supposedly perfect example of modern 
society.
　 Professor Engetsu talked under the title “Challenges and Changes: The 
Achievement of American Studies at Doshisha University.” According to Engetsu, 
the International Institute of American Studies at Doshisha University contributed 
greatly to the studies of Puritanism.  In the final part of his lecture, he mentioned 
the following questions in the context of new challenges: “What is the definition 
of American studies in global society? How should we guarantee the benchmarks 
of the academic qualities of the discipline of American studies in popular 
society?”
　 In the second part of the symposium, for a Panel Discussion session, we invited 
the following three young researchers to give presentations: Ms. Yamanaka 
Mishio, Ph.D. candidate, the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill; Dr. 
Masaki Sho, who received a Ph.D. from Nagoya University and is now a 
Designated Assistant Professor there; and, Dr. Tsukamoto Emi, who received a 
Ph.D. from the Graduate School of International Area Studies at Nanzan and now 
works at the Toyota International Association.  We asked these three young 
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scholars to give us their perspectives on why American studies matters to each in 
the context of their study or work.
　 In her talk titled “Studying African American History in the United States as a 
Japanese Student,” Ms. Yamanaka discussed the pressure of studying African 
American history as an international student at an American university as well as 
the gap between academia and African American communities.  We learned from 
her presentation that she is now pursuing a digital history project to overcome 
these challenges.
　 Dr. Masaki gave a presentation titled “Can American Studies Stand Alone and 
Is It Stand-alone?” Mentioning his perspectives in his study on the Restoration of 
the Bonin Islands in the context of U.S.-Japan Relations, he addressed his answers 
concerning the following two questions he brought up in his presentation: “What 
is American Studies?” and “What does it mean to me?”
　 Dr. Tsukamoto presented a paper titled “Now and the Future: Why American 
Studies are More Important Now for Japan than Ever Before.” She talked about 
her work experiences at an NPO organization in Toyota City as well as her 
graduate study at Nanzan and suggested that American studies is becoming more 
important for Japanese society in that Japanese people are now facing various 
problems in a globalizing society.
　 After these presentations, we had a lively panel discussion in which many 
participants raised questions and offered comments to the other young scholars.
　 In the final part of the symposium, we asked two senior scholars to give 
comments on the lectures and presentations given in the first and second part of 
the symposium: Thomas J. Sugrue, Professor of Social and Cultural Analysis and 
History and also Director of the Program in American Studies at New York 
University; and, Maekawa Reiko, Professor of American Studies at the Graduate 
School of Human and Environmental Studies at Kyoto University.
　 Pointing out that “U.S. based Americanists are still very parochial in their 
choice of topics, in their orientation toward the world, and in their general 
ignorance of work on the United States published in other countries and in other 
languages,” Professor Sugrue mentioned that he learned from this symposium that 
“American history can be enriched by listening to the questions generated from 
outside and decentering the self-referential view of the United States from within.” 
Professor Sugrue gave high evaluations to the three young scholars for their 
research that “thinks globally and researches locally.”
　 Professor Maekawa gave a detailed summary and comment on each lecture or 
presentation at the symposium and pointed out some of the important themes 
related to the purpose of this symposium, suggesting some ideas on the past, 
present and future of American studies.
　 In closing, Professor Sawanobori Bunji, currently Dean of the Faculty of Law 
and a research fellow at the Center for American Studies at Nanzan, made closing 
remarks.
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　 As a whole, this symposium made a substantial contribution in clarifying the 
history, present situation and future course of the field of American Studies in 
Japan, especially the importance of exploring a transnational, international, and 
global context in studying the United States.
　 In the following pages, revised or enlarged versions of the lectures, 
presentations, and comments given at the symposium are printed.
